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ARMADALE FAMILY SUPPORT NETWORK 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [2.02 pm]: Family support 
services play a crucial role in improving outcomes for children, young people and families. The Liberal–National 
government is committed to supporting children and young people to reach their potential, and assisting 
individuals and families who are at risk or in crisis. 

Yesterday I officiated at the launch of the Armadale Family Support Network, which is the first in what is hoped 
to be a statewide network of high quality integrated services that support children, individuals and families to 
address the risks and crises they experience. This is another example of how this government is continuing to 
make changes to address issues facing families by delivering targeted programs to improve the wellbeing of 
vulnerable children and families. This network is an innovative approach to providing services to families and 
will gather a range of support services, accessible from the Department for Child Protection’s common entry 
point, whereto.org.au. This concept is unique and will make it easier for Armadale families to connect with a 
variety of specialist assistance that they may require. Many families in Armadale will be provided with 
assistance at an earlier stage, which could ultimately prevent things from escalating to the point where they 
require child protection intervention. The Family Support Network will help these families to address serious 
problems early on, and help them manage their situations and especially ensure that their children are safe and 
well cared for. 

The Liberal–National government provided $500 000 to set up this network. It will work with the Department 
for Child Protection to allocate a further $1 million to expand services and build capacity in the Armadale area in 
the future. The Department for Child Protection will provide $440 000 this financial year directly to the network. 
Through effective collaboration, and working in partnership with non-government organisations, we are able to 
deliver quality services to the community. 

The Armadale Family Support Network, which is located at George Jones Child Advocacy Centre, commenced 
operating on 2 April 2012. Parkerville Children and Youth Care has been successful in securing the tender as the 
lead agency for Armadale. To date, seven not-for-profit organisations have signed memoranda of understanding 
to become partner agencies in the network, including Centrecare, Mission Australia, DrugARM WA, Coolabaroo 
Neighbourhood Centre, Minnawarra Community House, Wanslea Family Services and Relationships Australia. 
This will ensure that the integrated services adopt a “no wrong door” philosophy to connect people with the 
services they require, regardless of which service they initiate contact with. The Armadale Family Support 
Network is a fantastic example of what can be achieved when government and the community services sector 
work together. 
 


